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Sir, I beg  to  transmit  hft-ewith  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Report  upon  the 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  and  Education  of  the  Blind,  at  Brantford,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1893. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

. Inspector. 


The  Honorable  J.  M.  Gibson,  M.P.  P., 

Provincial  Secretary. 
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PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE 

BLIND,  BRANTFORD. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


INSPECTOR  OF  PRISONS  AND  PUBLIC  CHARITIES 

OF  THE 


PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO. 


Parliament  Buildings, 

Toronto , November , 189$, 

To  the  Honorable  George  Airey  Kirkpatrick,  Lieutmant-Govemor  of  the  Province 
of  Ontario. 


May  it  Please  Your  Honor 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  Twenty-second  Annual  'Report  upon  the 
Institution  for  the  Education  and  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Brantford,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1893. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Honor’s  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Inspector. 


THE  INSTITUTION 


FOR  THK 


EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


In  submitting  this  report  I wish  to  call  attention  to  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
Blind  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  as  compared  with  other  provinces  in  the  Dominion,  and 
in  other  countries;  the  proportion  of  blind  as  to  the  male  and  female  populations,  etc.,  etc. 
From  the  most  reliable  information  we  have,  there  were  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
3,3G8.  blind  people  in  1891.  By  sexes  there  were  1,839  males  and  1,02»  lemales.  Com- 
pared with  other  countries  Canada  has  86J  females  to  100  males  blind.  In  Ontario  we 
have  of  unmarried  blind  310  males,  184  females  ; married,  293  males,  141  females ; 
widowed,  110  males,  188  females;  unknown.  1. 


According  to  birth  places,  Ontario  has — 
580  born  in  the  Province. 


72 

4 
2 

1 

131 

1 

117 

232 

5 
43 
32 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 


Quebec. 

Nova  Scotia. 

New  Brunswick. 
North-west  territories. 
England. 

Wales. 

Scotland. 

Ireland. 

other  British  possessions. 
Unitec^States. 

Germany. 

Russia. 

France. 

other  countries. 


Total  1,227 


at  sea. 
unknown. 
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Divided  according  to  Provinces 

British  Columbia  has  13  blind  per  10,000  inhabitants. 

Manitoba  “ 2.4  “ 

New  Brunswick  “ 7.8  “ 

Nova  Scotia  “ 0.0 

Ontario  “5-8  “ 

Prince  Kd ward  Is.  “ 7.5  “ 

Quebec  “ 8.0  “ 

North-west  territ’s  “2.6  “ 

The  foreign  born  constitute  13.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  population,  and  the  blind  of 
foreign  born  parentage  constitutes  37.73  per  cent,  of  the  total  blind.  That  is,  one 
seventh  of  the  population  contributes  more  than  one  third  of  the  blind. 

Canada  has  752  blind  who  can  read  and  write  ; 2,464  who  can  neither  read  nor 
write  ; 152  who  can  read  but  cannot  write.  Thus  73  per  cent,  are  unable  to  read  or 


write. 

According  to  religion  the — 

Roman  Catholics  have  1,757  blind. 

Ohurch  of  England 395  “ 

Presbyterians 429  “ 

Methodists 421  “ 

Baptists 205  “ 

All  others 161  “ 


The  first  in  the  case  of  the  blind,  as  in  the  case  of  the  insane  and  deaf  mutes,  have 
more  than  their  share  ; the  others  have  less  relatively  to  the  proportion  of  each  denomi- 
nation in  the  whole  population. 

The  occupations  followed  by  the  blind  are  divided  into  two  groups — the  non-pro- 
ductive and  the  productive.  The  first  includes  children,  temales  in  households,  retired, 
no  occupation  given,  members  of  religious  orders,  paupers,  students,  numbering  2,492. 


The  second  are  employed  as  follows  : — 

In  Agriculture,  fishing  and  mining 533 

“ Professional  services 53 

“ Domestic  and  personal  services 98 

“ Trade  and  transportation 72 

“ Mechanical  pursuits 120 


In  the  first  group  of  the  productive  class^350  are  farmers,  132  farmers’  sons,  29 
farm  laborers,  17  fishermen.  Employed  in  professional  work  are  30  musicians,  5 physi- 
cians, 4 clergymen,  4 Government  officials,  8 engineers,  1 journalist,  4 teachers.  As 
domestics  and  personal  services,  32  are  servants,  61  laborers,  2 boarding-house  keepers. 
In  trade  and  transportation,  10  are  agents,  7 pedlars,  6 grocers,  2 pilots,  3 sailors,  2 sales- 
men, 1 stenographer,  1 banker  and  broker,  and  24  trades  not  specified.  In  mechanical 
pursuits,  17  are  basket  makers,  8 blacksmiths,  12  carpenters,  11  masons,  12  piano  and 
organ  tuners,  4 painters,  17  shoemakers,  besides  bakers,  miners,  confectioners,  dress- 
makers, trimmers,  upholsterers  and  sail  makers. 
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74  per  cent,  of  the  blind  are  non-productive. 

growth  of  the  blind  defective  class  in  Ontario  in  the  last  twenty  years,  from 
iS,  1 to  1891,  has  been  218.  In  1871  there  were  in  Ontario  1,009  blind  : in  1891  there 
weie  1 — 7.  During  the  twenty  years  the  increase  in  the  older  provinces  has  been  12  per 
cent.,  while  the  increase  of  population  has  been  25.5  per  cent. 

In  the  four  older  provinces  of  the  Dominion  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  blind  population  are  as  follows,  during  the  twenty  years  : 


No.  of  blind  per  10,000  of  the  population  : — 

1871.  Ontario 

1891.  

1871.  Quebec 

1891.  

1871.  Nova  Scotia  

1891.  ii  

1871.  New  Brunswick 

1891.  ..  


6 . 2 per  cent. 
5.8 

9.0 

8.2  M 

8.4 

9.0 
7.6 

8.0  ii 


The  blind  have  decreased  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  and  increased  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick.  The  provinces  added  to  the  original  confederation  have  262  blind. 

As  the  various  causes  which  contribute  to  blindness  are  becoming  better  understood 
by  the  medical  profession  and  the  special  attention  of  oculists  and  improved  methods  of 
treatment  employed,  we  may  with  confidence  look  for  a decrease  in  the  number  of  our 
blind  population. 

At  the  close  of  the  official  year,  ending  September  30th,  there  were  130  pupils  in 
attendance  at  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the  Blind,  being  one  less  than  at  the  close  of 
the  official  year  1892.  Of  these  73  were  males  and  57  females. 

In  the  Principal’s  report  will  be  found  tables  showing  the  number  of  pupils  in 
attend  i nee  and  their  ages  ; the  nationality,  religion  and  occupation  of  parents  ; the  cities 
towns  and  counties  from  which  pupils  were  received  ; general  details  of  the  work  done 
at  the  Institution  ; the  pupils  who  have  graduated ; the  literary  work  done  during  the 
year ; the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  in  music,  in  the  work-shops,  knitting  and  fancy 
work  department,  etc. 

Messrs.  Kelly  and  Wilkinson  made  the  usual  examinations  in  the  literary  depart- 
ment and  in  their  report  will  be.  found  details  of.  the  work  done  by  the  different  classes 


during  the  year. 

The  report  is  very  satisfactory,  showing  a continued  improvement  on  the  part  of  the 
older  pupils  in  literary  work. 

Professor  Ambrose  made  a thorough  examination  of  the  musical  department,  and  the 
standing  of  the  pupils  in  the  various  classes  is  very  satisfactorily  set  forth  in  his  report, 

showing  good  progress  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

Dr  Marquis’  report  on  the  health  of  the  pupils  during  the  past  year  is  very  complete 
and  satisfactory,  showing  less  sickness  among  the  pupils  than  during  correspond^ 
periods  since  he  has  had  charge  of  the  medical  management  of  the  Institutmn. 
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The  report  of  Mr.  Trues,  Inspector  in  the  willow  and  rattan  work,  shows,  in  addition 
to  the  instruction  given  to  the  pupils  in  that  department,  earnings  for  the  year  amount- 


ing to  $637.68,  being  a slight  increase  over  last  year. 

It  was  thought  advisable  to  call  in  the  services  of  a specialist  on  eye  diseases  an 
causes  of  blindness  during  the  year  to  make  a thorough  examination  of  the  eyes  of  t e 
pupils  in  order  to  ascertain  the  percentage  of  causes  of  total  blindness. 

The  causes  leading  to  the  loss  of  sight  by  each  pupil,  and  the  best  methods  of  pre- 
venting blindness,  attributable  to  bad  management  and  neglect  of  children  in  early  infancy, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  treatment  to  those  who  were  not  entirely  blind  but  had  still 
some  vision  remaining  in  one  or  both  eyes. 

Dr.  Osborne,  of  Hamilton,  an  oculist  of  note,  was  instructed  by  me  to  make  a thorough 
examination  of  the  pupils’  eyes,  and  was  assisted  in  doing  so  by  Dr.  Marquis.  His  repoit 
to  me  after  the  examination  is  interesting  and  instructive,  showing  the  cause  of  loss  of 
sight  in  many  of  the  causes,  etc.  ; it  is  well  worth  a careful  perusal. 

There  have  been  but  few  changes  in  the  official  start  during  the  year  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  report  of  the  Principal. 

The  buildings  and  grounds  have  been  much  improved.  Good  work  has  been  done  in 
the  new  gymnasium  which  has  been  well  equipped  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  The  sewage 
system  is  working  well.  A connection  has  been  made  between  the  waterworks  system  of 
the  institution  and  that  of  the  city,  so  that  in  case  of  a failure  of  water  from  our  present 
source,  water  can  be  obtained  from  the  city  waterworks  Co. 

The  management  and  discipline  under  the  direction  of  the  Principal,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Dymond,  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  officers  and  attendants  under  his 
direction  have  rendered  most  efficient  assistance  in  the  management  of  the  pupils  and  in 
maintaining  the  high  standard  of  the  institution  in  educating  the  blind  who  are  and  have 
been  for  some  years  in  attendance. 

The  Honourable  the  Principal  Secretary  in  company  with  myself  visited  the  institu- 
tion during  the  summer  and  carefully  looked  into  its  management  and  the  works  done. 

Receipts  from  the  Farm  Exchange  Account  for  the  year  were  $519.80,  and 
expenditure  $519.80. 

I have  to  thank  the  Principal  and  officers  for  their  kind  and  courteous  assistance  on 
my  official  visit  to  the  institution  during  the  year. 

Copies  of  the  minutes  of  my  inspections  during  the  year  are  herewith  submitted. 


Inspections. 

I made  a visit  of  inspection  to  this  Institution  on  the  22nd  February.  There  were 
136  pupils  in  attendance,  namely,  79  boys  and  57  girls.  All  were  enjoying  good  health, 
with  the  exception  of  one  boy,  who  was  in  the  hospital  department,  suffering  from 
erysipelas. 

The  building  and  grounds  were  in  good  order.  The  music,  literary  and  kinder- 
garten departments  were  all  being  ably  conducted  by  their  respective  teachers.  A large 
class  in  calisthenics  is  regularly  drilled  in  the  gymnasium,  which  is  well  fitted  up  for 
that  purpose. 


The  willow  workshop  was  in  full  operation,  being  busily  engaged  in  making  a 

tw  fllPnifnro  ,-...1*1  *1.:  _ . ■ y-..  .....  *"* 


services  are  regularly  held  in  the  chapel,  which  is  nicely  fitted  up. 

The  Bursar  being  absent,  I had  not  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  his  books  or  the 


stores  department. 

I again  visited  this  Institution  on  the  6th  October.  On  this  occasion  there  were 
131  pupils  in  residence,  namely,  58  females  and  73  males,  in  addition  to  which  applica- 
tions had  been  received  for  four  males,  who  are  to  arrive  about  the  1st  January.  The 
school  was  re-opened  on  the  6th  September. 

The  usual  general  repairs  of  buildings  and  improvement  of  grounds  have  been  made 
during  the  summer  vacation,  viz.,  painting,  graining,  laying  new  floors,  placing  new 
desks  in  school-rooms,  laying  sidewalks,  etc.  I made  a careful  examination  of  the  whole 
building  and  found  all  the  dormitories,  class-rooms,  offices,  work-rooms,  laundry,  bath 
and  wash-rooms,  water  closets,  etc.,  in  good  order. 

As  there  is  some  fear  of  the  present  water  supply  failing  if  the  season  should  con- 
tinue dry,  I advised  the  Principal  to  arrange  for  having  a connection  made  between  the 
Institution  system  of  water  supply  and  the  city  service,  and  the  quantity  consumed  to 
be  registered  by  a meter. 

There  has  been  very  little  produce  from  the  farm  this  year,  owing  to  the  prolonged 
dry  weather  and  a visitation  of  grasshoppers. 

Under  the  able  management  of  the  Principal  and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers  and 
teachers,  this  Institution  is  doing  a good  work  in  the  interests  of  the  blind  population  of 
this  Province. 

Of  the  pupils  now  present,  113  -(63  males  and  50  males)  were  in  attendance  last 
session,  and  4 (1  male  and  3 females)  were  pupils  in  1892.  This  session  14  new  pupils 
(9  males  and  5 females)  have  been  added. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


T.  F.  Chambkhlais,  Esq.,  M.D., 


Inspector , etc. 


Sm  _I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 


1893 


7th  of  June  last  nuni 
females.  Two  of  thes 
under  circumstances 


,e  a bov  and  girl,  died  at  their  own  homes  during  the  session, 
hereafter  referred  to,  leaving  136  on  the  roll  at  the  date  above 
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civen.  Of  these,  63  males  and  49  females— 1 12  in  all-have  returned  to  the  Institution, 
leaving  twenty-four — 15  males  and  9 females — to  be  accounted  tor  as  follows  . 

Graduates — 


In  industrial  branches — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Willow  shop  

4 

0 

4 

Pipe  organ;  piano;  theory,  and  piano  tuning 

3 

0 

1 

3 

Work  and  knitting  rooms  

0 

1 

1 

Literary  classes  

1 

0 

Chronic  invalids  retired 

1 

1 

Secured  employment  (partial  sight)  

1 

0 

1 

2 

Excluded  (found  to  be  imbecile) 

0 

Left  (only  temporarily  in  attendance) 

0 

2 

2 

Left  (no  cause  assigned) 

9 

0 

2 

Return  temporarily  deferred 

i 

5 

6 

15 

9 

24 

There  are  now  in  attendance  130  pupils  (one  less  that  at  the  same  date  last  year) 
73  males  and  57  females.  The  new  admissions  number  nine  males  and  live  females — 14 
in  all- — while  1 male  and  three  females,  former  pupils  but  not  on  the  roll  in  1892,  have 
been  re  admitted. 

The  new  pupils  are  represented  as  follows  : — 


Seven  years .... 

Eight  “ 

Nine  “ .... 

Eleven  “ 

Twelve  “ 

Thirteen  “ 

Fifteen  “ .... 

Sixteen  “ 

Eighteen  “ .... 

Twenty  “ 

Twenty-two  years 
Thirty  “ 

Thirty-eight  “ 


Male.  Female,  Total. 

0 l 1 

1 0 1 

1 0 1 

1 1 2 

0 1 1 

0 1 1 

0 1 1 

1 0 1 

1 0 1 

I 0 1 

1 0 1 

1 0 1 

1 0 1 
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The  present  pupil  population  of  the  Institution,  therefore,  is  made  up  as  follows  : 

Total. 

112 
14 
4 

130 

These  numbers  bear  a very  Uif  proportion  to  the  enrolment,  at  this  early  period  of 
last  session.  Of  the  pupils  whose  return  has  been  temporarily  deferred  th LlZ  l ’ 
reason  to  expect  that  at  least  four,  if  not  the  whole  six  will  Dllt  in  in  every 

or  immediately  after  the  new  year.  Two  other  formed Ce 

and  may  arrive  at  any  time,  and  one  new  pupil  has  been  accented  ^-admitted, 

Christmas.  This  will  bring  our  numbers  ” to 


Pupils  of  1892  

Male. 

Female. 

New  pupils 

Former  pupils  re  admitted  . . . 

3 

73 

57 

15 


close  of  the  late  session.  Prospective  applications  and  some  also  from  cases  not  yet 
known  to  us  will,  it  may  be  assiimed,  raise  the  total  up  to  HO  before  the  present  session 
comes  to  an  end.  It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that,  of  the  new  pupils  set  down  for  admis- 
sion  at  the  opening  of  the  present  term,  only  one,  a little  boy  of  six  years,  was  not  forth- 
coming. 


New  Pupils. 


The  new  arrivals  are,  on  the  whole,  very  promising  and  intelligent.  Some  of  them, 
it  is  true,  are  placed  at  a great  disadvantage,  owing  to  their  entrance  being  too  long 
delayed.  They  can  never  altogether  make  up  for  the  loss  of  time  thus  unwisely  incurred. 
But  perseverance  and  a conscientious  application  to  study  and  instruction  will  enable 
them  to  reap  much  advantage  from  their  admission,  however  tardily  secured.  The  three 
adults  are  all  working  in  the  willow  shop.  The  eldest  of  the  three,  a colored  man,  was 
deprived  of  his  sight  accidentally  very  recently  ; the  next  in  order  of  age  is  suffering  from 
gradually  failing  vision  ; the  third  has  been  wrestling  unceasingly  for  ten  years  with  a 
disease  of  the  eyes  which  has  now,  I fear,  left  him  totally  blind.  All  the  above  are 
steady,  well-conducted  young  men  of,  as  1 believe,  irreproachable  character,  and  it  would 
have  been  hard  indeed  to  deny  them  almost  the  only  chance  of  acquiring  the  means  of 
earning  a modest  livelihood.  I have  insisted  that  all  adult  males  seeking  the  benefits  of 
this  Institution  must  take  the  willow-work  course.  The  notion  that  such  can  success- 
fully become  musicians,  or  enter  the  field  as  piano-tuners,  is  a very  mistaken  one.  Excep- 
tions there  may  be  where  the  natural  gift  exists,  but  they  are  very  rare  indeed.  This, 
and  other  reasons  arising  out  of  our  internal  arrangements  for  the  respective  branches  of 
instruction,  induce  me  to  decline  absolutely  to  recommend  the  admission  of  any  more 
adult  male'applicants  desiring  to  take  the  piano-tuning  course.  We  have  always  a large 
class  of  youths  whose  adaptability  for  that  work  has  been  well  tested,  and  these  con- 
sume all"  ' he  time  that  can  be  devoted  to  their  instruction  or  allotted  to  them  for  practice. 


Graduates  and  Retiring  Pupils. 


Very  satisfactory  reports  have  reached  us  from  most  of  our  recent  graduates.  Of 
the  fou-  from  the  willow  shop,  one  has  established  himself  with  good  prospects  in  \ am 
couver  B C.,  and  two  are  energetically  seeking  patronage  in  Toronto.  A fourth  has  not 
vet  received  his  outfit,  his  arrangements  for  carrying  on  his  trade  not  being  completed. 
The  three  young  men  who  graduated  in  music  and  piano-tuning  have  done  even  more 
than  usuaHustice  to  their  instructors.  All  three  are  thoroughly  well  qualified  church 

• 1=  tlvo  of  the  three  havin'*  successfully  passed  examinations  as  associates  of  the 

oZnists  to  the  perfonnance  of  two  on  the  piano-forte  the  term  brilliant 
college  of  , ’ , particularly  being  quite  a master  of  that  instrument ; another 

to  maJe Tod  pro^ress  with  the  violin.1  As  piano-tuners  they  are  well-trained, 
hUhoi  °hTu  always  desirable  that  such  should,  if  possible,  secure  the  further  expern 
althou  f t0L  alone  can  afford  before  entering  on  an  independent  career  in  that 

ence  which  “ duatM  ;8  a,ready  installed  as  organist  of  a large  congregation  in  the 

town  where°he  resides  . a second  is  b . Xfra^^l 

f or t u n^t o^ begfn ^tlieir^cou rs™ ^while  still  young,  and  thus  avoided  the  impediments  and 
obstacles  to  be  encountered  by  older  .youths^  ^ ^ ^ enactment 

In  iny  last  report  rew  ‘‘  J,"  permanent  injury  might  arise  to  blind  youths  and 

which  could  be  invoked  in  ca  , weak-minded  parents  to  send  them  to  the 

to  society  from  the  refusal  of ^ ignoranj  o ^ak^nd  ^ ^ such  a measure 
Institution,  where  alone  they  can  P P J existence  and  that  it  would  be  invoked 

to  its  ijrovi8io,,s  a matter  very  rare 

occurrence. 
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Tub  Staff. 

No  changes  in  the  staff  have  occurred  during  the  past  year.  The  work  of  instruc- 
tion has  proceeded  smoothly  and  efficiently  and  renewed  evidence  has  been  given  of  the 
devotion  of  our  officers  to  their  work  and  their  fidelity  to  duty.  I have  again  to  acknow- 
ledge their  invariable  kindness  and  consideration  towards  myself  personally. 

The  Literary  Classes. 


The  condition  of  the  literary  classes  is  shown  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Exami- 
ners. It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  gentlemen  of  so  large  an  experience  in  school  education, 
and  who  have  now  conducted  the  examinations  here  for  twelve  years,  can  speak  in  terms 
so  encouraging.  The  object  of  the  teachers  in  this  and  in  all  departments  is  to  attain 
that  which  is  practical  and  useful,  not  merely  the  showy  and  ornamental.  And  in  this 
regard  the  Ontario  Institution  may  fairly  challenge  comparison  with  other  schools  for 
the  Blind.  At  the  same  time  it  is  cause  for  regret  that  the  conditions  of  life  and  the 
necessity  for  securing  early  returns  in  the  shape  of  income,  prevent  our  pupils,  as  a 
rule,  from  entering  on  a literary  career.  The  loss  to  the  classes  of  some  pupils  who  have 
recently  graduated  is  at  this  early  period  of  the  session  very  apparent,  but  the  steady, 
patient  drill  of  the  next  eight  months  will  largely  overcome  this  temporary  check.  A 
want  of  material  alone  prevents  us  from  forming  a class  of  a higher  educational  stand- 
ard than  we  usually  pretend  to  attain  to,  but  this  would  at  once  be  done  if  opportunity 
offered. 

The  Music  Classes. 

For  the  state  of  these  classes  I must  also  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Examiner.  Our 
musical  strength  is,  for  the  moment,  somewhat  diminished  by  the  graduation  of  the  three 
pupils  alluded  to  who,  by  their  long  and  creditable  course  of  study,  had  attained  to  a 
more  than  usually  high  degree  of  excellence.  Others,  however,  are  coming  forward  who 
will  take  their  places,  and  I have  no  fear  that  there  will  be  any  general  deterioration  in  the 
standard  of  efficiency.  The  pipe  organ  class  this  year  contains  seven  pupils,  four  of 
whom  are  females.  Some  of  these  young  people  give  promise  of  rapid  progress  and 
all  are  painstaking  and  enthusiastic.  The  vocal  class  has  lost  one  or  two  'mod  m lie 
voices,  but  is  coming  well  into  line.  A junior  vocal  class  has  been  formed  under  Mr 
Jaques,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  prove  most  useful  in  the  early  training  of  the  younger  boys 
and  girls  who,  in  time,  will  take  the  places  of  those  now  their  seniors.  The  formation  of 
this  class  has  the  effect  of  assisting  our  congregational  singing  on  which  Prof.  Ambrose 
comments  so  favorably.  Visitors  who  happen  to  be  present  at  our  short  daily  or  Sunday 
afternoon  services  are  always  struck  with  the  heartiness  and  thorough  enjoyment  mani- 
fested by  our  pupils  when  singing  the  selected  hymns.  On  ihe  clergy  who  so  kindly 
officiate  on  the  last-mentioned  occasions,  the  effect  is  particularly  inspiriting  On  the 
pupils  the  effect  of  participating  in  these  devotional  exercises  will.it  may  be’ hoped  be 
more  than  temporary.  The  organisation  of  the  piano  classes  this  year  is  »ood  ’and 
promises  excellent  results.  The  violin  class  is  also  doing  well  and  working  Ve,°y  steadilv 
under  Prof.  Baker’s  instructions.  n j j 

Thk  Tuning  Class. 


This  class,  to  enter  which  is  the  ambition  of  far  more  youths  than  can  at  anv  one 
time  be  accommodated,  contains  21  pupils,  the  same  number  as  the  class  of  last  vea. 
Of  these,  seventeen  are  under  the  Instructor  and  four  are  taught  by  senior  nnnil  Tk 
instruments  devoted  to  tuning  practice  have  been  placed  in  a fool  state  of  repafr  and  all 
reasonable  facilities  for  the  work  are  for  the  time  being  supplied  I have  »irLj’  n J j 
to  the  objections  existing  to  the  admission  of  grown-up  persons  to  .his  course  Th“ 
that  our  regular  pupils  not  only  occupy  the  whole  of  the  Instructor’s  time  K t .1,  . tact 
of  them  are  of  necessity  left  to  the  care  of  monitors,  is  of  itself  suffi-hJt  * ^ "T” 
excluding  applicants  whose  age  places  them  outside  the  rules  ordinarily  governTngadmis. 
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The  Willow  Shop. 


T,  , »™dua<jlon  of  four  pupils  from  the  willow  shop  has  already  been  referred  to 
The  present  workers  in  that  department,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  whose  employ- 
ment is  experimental,  and  who  are  noticed  by  the  Instructor  in  his  report,  give  excel- 
lent  promise  of  a profitable  session.  The  Instructor’s  report  is  as  follows  : 


To  the  Principal . 

®,R>  ^ have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  operations  of  the  workshop 

during  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1893. 

The  work  of  the  session  has  been  carried  on  with  25  pupils.  With  a few  exceptions 
these  have  made  good  progress.  The  exceptions  are  cases  in  which  mental  weakness  has 
placed  the  pupil  beyond  the  possibility  of  profiting  to  any  great  extent  from  the  instruc- 
tion given.  Much  labor  has  been  bestowed  upon  these  pupils  with  seemingly  small 
results. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  three  full  outfits  were  presented  to  as  many  graduates 
the  thiee  outfits  costing  about  §250.  This  expenditure  was  provided  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  pupils’  work.  A liberal  supply  of  willow,  purchased  from  the  same  source, 
was  also  given  to  some  of  our  pupils  to  take  home  with  them  so  that  they  could  make  a 
few  articles  for  sale  during  their  vacation. 

The  following  statements  show  the  financial  results  from  the  instruction  given  in 
the  workshop  : 


Sales  by  Trade  Instructor $437  68 

Value  of  exhibit  sent  to  Chicago 100  00 

Work  on  hand 100  00 


Total $637  78 

Pupils  earned  during  the  vacation  : 

S.  P $40  00 

H.  G 18  00 

A.  R 18  00 

T R 18  00 

J.’b.  15  00 

j T 22  00 


Total $131  00 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  TRUSS, 

Trade  Instructor. 


The  Work-room  and  Knitting  and  Fancy  Work  Classes. 

These  classes  have  acquitted  themselves  with  noticeable  credit.  The  work  turned  out 
has  been  not  only  of  a very  useful  but,  in  many  respects,  of  a most  tasteful  and  orname  - 
tal  character  It  would  be  difficult  for  seeing  persons  to  excel  the  productions  of  man} 

of  our  blind  pupils  Especially  was  this  to  be  said  of  many  specimens  forwarded  for 
f XP  World’s  Fair  Both  work-room  and  knitting-room  have  been  very 
exhibition  at  the  World  .Ja  r.  machine9  respectively  use.  I purpose 

recommending  asmaUexpenditure  for  one  or  two  machines  of  the  newest  and  most 
approved  manufacture  for  each  of  these  departments  in  the  near  future. 

2 (B.) 
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The  Kindergarten  Class. 

As  time  progresses  the  usefulness  of  the  Kindergarten  as  the  foundation  of  our 
educational  work  is  more  and  more  clearly  demonstrated.  Its  working  has  been  Part“% 
impeded  in  the  past  by  the  number  of  pupils  somewhat  exceeding  that  which  one  teacher 
should  be  required  to  superintend.  This  is  now  reduced  by  pr  ^notions  to  13,  and  these  all 
of  very  fair  intelligence.  A strong  effort  was  made  by  the  directress  to  develop  any 
latent  capacity  that  might  possibly  exist  in  the  minds  of  the  two  little  boys  noticed  already 
as  havin'*  been  excluded  on  the  ground  of  imbecility.  The  serious  an  1 extreme  step  of 
declining  to  re  admit  them  after  the  late  vacation  was,  however,  inevitable  under  the 
circumstances. 

The  Library. 


The  following  additions  have  been  made  to  the  pupils’  library  during  the  past  year  : 
Heroes  and  Hero  Worship,  2 vols.  ; Tales  of  King  Arthur  ; Wordsworth’s  Poems  ; The 
Sleeping  Sentinel ; Black  Beauty  ; The  Story  of  a Short  Life,  and  “ Captain  January  in 
the  Embossed  Roman  Letter,  and  Prof.  Drummond’s  Addresses  and  Barnes  Political  His* 
tory  of  the  World,  3 vols.,  in  New  York  Point  Letter. 

Health. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  the  health  of  the  Institution  as  being  with- 
out any  impairment  at  the  present  time.  While  writing  my  last  report  our  anxieties 
were  more  or  less  aroused  by  the  presence  of  a few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  our  hospital 
ward.  Eight  children  altogether  were  affected,  although  the  complaint  happily  assumed  a 
mild  form  in  all  of  them.  A vigorous  quarantine  and  the  most  thorough  disinfection, 
before  allowing  the  patients  to  rejoin  their  fellow  pupils,  probably  had  much  to  do  with 
limiting  the  disease  to  so  small  a number.  After  the  disappearance  of  this  trouble  the 
health  of  our  pupil  population  gave  us  no  anxiety  ; such  cases  of  sickness  as  occurred 
were  readily  handled,  and  I am  thankful  to  say  all  made  good  recoveries,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  little  boy  previously  mentioned,  who  died  at  his  own  home.  He  was  a very 
bright  child  naturally,  and  most  attractive  in  many  ways  , but  it  was  evident  that  some 
brain  trouble  had  occasioned  the  loss  of  vision,  and  the  same  cause  ultimately  led  to  his 
death.  The  little  girl,  who  also  died  at  home,  was  an  interesting  and  intelligent  scholar. 
She  had  left  the  Institution  in  fair  health  for  a short  recess  at  Christmas,  but  was  not 
well  enough  to  return  at  the  New  Year.  We  were  apprized  of  her  death  some  little  time 
afterwards.  The  Physician’s  report  deals  with  particular  cases  of  sickness  in  more  detail 
than  is  here  necessary. 

Examination  of  Pupils  by  Oculist. 


The  movement  which  has  been  in  progress  for  some  time  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  having  for  its  object  the  discovery  of  the  causes  and  the  determination  of  means 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  lias  had  an  especial  interest  for  the  educators  of  the 
blind.  lo  none  do  the  sad  consequences  of  blindness  more  closely  come  home,  and  none 
are  so  well  able  to  assist  with  their  knowledge  of  the  pupils’  history  the  specialist  who 
diagnoses  the  cases  presented  for  his  inspection  In  the  month  of  March  last,  the  whole 
of  the  pupils  available,  132  in  number,  were  subjected  to  careful  examination  by  Dr.  A. 
P,.  Osborne,  Oculist,  of  Hamilton.  Dr.  Osborne’s  report  to  the  Government  is  of  course, 
to  a certain  extent,  confidential  in  its  nature.  Too  much  delicacy  cannot  he  observed  in 
dealing  with  such  details  as  a document  of  that  character  must  often  contain  I do 
not  propose  to  comment  upon  the  question  of  causation  as  therein  discussed  But  the 
oculists  task  extended  also  to  determining  the  degree  of  vision  in  each  separate  person 
examined,  and  on  this  point  a few  words  may  be  in  place.  The  facts  brought  out  may  tend 
to  show  how  wide  and  hberal  are  the  rules  which  secure  the  advantages  of  such  an  Institu- 
tion  as  this  to  those  who  are  eligible  to  receive  them,  and  may  also  suggest  some  of  the 
difficulties  incidental  to  its  management  owing  to  the  varied  conditions  of  those  availin'* 
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of  its  privileges  Of  the  132  pupils  examined  by  the  oculist,  30—16  males  and  14 
remales  were  found  to  be  in  absolute  darkness ; either  the  eyes  had  been  removed  or 
were  so  malformed  or  injured  that  not  a ray  of  light  was  perceptible  in  either.  In  26— 
l o males  and  11  females — one  eye  was  entirely  darkened,  while  in  the  other  was  retained 
the  capacity  for  some  slight  perception  of  light,  but  that  only.  In  9 cases — 6 males  and 
o females  there  was  a perception  of  light  in  both  eyes,  but  no  power  to  distinguish 
objects.  This  may  be.  said  to  constitute  blindness  in  the  popular  sense  of  the  term,  and 
will  be  seen  by  the  above  figures  to  include  49.3  per  cent.,  or  just  one-half  of  the  pupil 
population.  Then  we  find  29 — 20  males  and  9 females — in  whom  one  eye  is  absolutely 
useless,  while  the  other  retains  a measurable  degree  of  vision,  sometimes  only  exercised 
with  difficulty  or  painful  effort,  but  still  in  a more  or  less  limited  sense  available.  The 
fifth  and  last  class  to  be  mentioned  were  found  to  have  a measurable  degree  of  vision  in 
both  eyes.  Lest  any  should  imagine,  after  reading  the  above  figures,  that  the  privileges 
of  the  Institution  are  abused  in  the  interest  of  sighted  youths,  I may  mention  that,  after 
a most  critical  discussion  of  all  possible  doubtful  casts  between  the  oculist  and  myself, 
he  expressed  the  belief  that  in  only  one  instance  could  the  eligibility  of  the  pupil  on  the 
score  of  sightedness  be  called  in  question.  The  pupil  referred  to,  a fatherless  little  lad, 
was  sent  to  me  by  a public  school  teacher  whose  letter  stated  that  all  efforts  to  teach  the 
boy  in  Common  with  other  pupils  had  been  unavailing,  and  had  only  resulted  in  his  being 
left  hopelessly  in  the  rear.  The  right  of  admission  is  to  young  persons  residents  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  who,  being  fairly  healthy  and  reasonably  intelligent,  cannot  be 
educated  or  trained  by  ordinary  methods.  The  result  of  the  investigation  has  gone  to 
show  that,  as  regards  four  fifths  of  the  pupils  in  attendance  at  the  date  of  the  examina- 
tion, no  question  respecting  their  eligibility  could  arise,  while  one-filth  may  be  open  to  a 
discretionary  judgment  to  be  cautiously  but  still  generously  exercised.  As  a rule,  little 
difficulty  exists  in  arriving  at  a sound  conclusion,  and  when  it  is  found  that  the  pupil 
after  trial,  is  ineligible  either  by  reason  of  an  existing  degree  of  vision  larger  than  had 
been  supposed  or  by  improved  sight,  retirement  at  the  end  of  the  session  follows.  Not  a 
few  instances,  too,  have  occurred  of  young  persons  threatened  with  loss  of  sight  being 
materially  benefited  by  adopting  our  methods  in  place  of  those  in  common  use,  and  thus 
resting  the  organ  until,  in  process  of  time  or  with  increased  general  vigor  of  constitution 
the  danger  has  ceased  to  exist.  The  result  in  many  such  cases  has  been  eminently  satis- 
factory and  a lifelong  trouble  has  been  averted.  For  social  reasons  the  admission  of  the 
partially  sighted  is  of  the  highest  importance.  The  totally  blind  youth  will  move,  if 
uneducated  and  untrained,  in  a very  contracted  area.  The  loss  to  him  is  largely  personal, 
or  affects  himself  and  his  immediate  surroundings.  But  the  partially  sighted,  ranking  as 
they  may  in  ordinary  matters  with  the  full  sighted,  are  just  as  dangerous  members  of 
society  if  left  in  ignorance,  as  the  latter,  with  the  further  ejection  that  their  defect,  how- 
ever partial,  circumscribes  their  opportunities  for  healthy  and  honest  labor  or  employ- 
ment The  community  cannot  afford  to  incur  such  danger  as  the  enforced  idleness  of  any 
class  is  sure  to  entail.  ' So  far  as  the  question  of  management  is  concerned  the  partially 
sighted  necessarily  create  special  difficulties.  They  do  not  always  take  kmdly  to  what 
ar=e  known  as  blind  methods.  The  natural  tendency  to mse  the  quantum  of  avadable  sight 
interferes  with  the  complete  dependence  on  ear  or  touch,  which  is  the  radical  necessity  in 
i i +•  thp  l>lind  Hence  the  totally  blind  pupil,  or  one  who  tries  in  \ain  to  per 

session  ot  a little  sight  is  often  fou  " n the  other  hand,  the  mingling  of  the 

ness  not  always  compatible  with  goor  o • . usefulness.  Such  association  may, 

partially  sighted  with  the i totally rf  Zttter  class,  besides  being 
and  probably  does,  tend  J’  b™,  at  the  physical  condition  as  regards  vision  of 

helpful  in  may  ways.  This  httde  ghmps  it  u hoped,  tend  to  remove  certain  mis- 

coencPeUp£Sns0,fa0nd  alsfencourag"  some  to  avail  of  its  advantages  who  may  have  hitherto 
i magined  themselves  excluded. 
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Tnis  Gymnasium. 

The  gymnasium  has  been  used  regularly  by  both  male  and  female  pupils  during  the 
past  session,  and  its  good  etlects  have  been  very  apparent.  The  exercises  are  always  con- 
ducted under  the  direction  of  an  instructor,  and  no  pupils  are  allowed  to  use  the  gymnasium 
unless  an  officer  is  present.  Accidents  have  been  very  few  in  number  and  slight  m their 
character.  The  male  pupils  thoroughly  enjoy  their  privileges  in  this  regard,  and  the  per- 
formances of  many  of  them  are  highly  creditable  to  their  athletic  powers.  The  female 
pupils’  course  includes  many  graceful  movements  which  they  execute  with  great  exact- 
ness and  regularity.  The  physical  condition  of  all  has  certainly  been  improved  already 
by  the  means  for  systematic  exercise  thus  afforded. 

Discipline. 

No  particular  remark  is  called  for  under  this  head.  A little  firmness  and  patience 
combined,  usually  suffice  for  any  cases  of  temporary  alienation.  One  pupil  whose  conduct 
was  openly  insubordinate,  and  whose  example  was  likely  to  have  a bad  effect  on  others 
was  temporarily  excluded.  He  has  now  been  allowed  to  return  on  probation. 

The  World's  Columbian  Exposition. 


The  institutions  for  the  blind  of  this  continent  are  generally  represented  at  the 
great  exhibition,  some  of  them  at  a large  expenditure  of  funds.  If  our  own  Institution 
occupies  a modest  place  only  in  connection  with  the  exhibit  of  Ontario’s  educational  work 
and  appliances,  it  will,  I believe,  do  justice  to  the  time  and  attention  devoted  to  its  pre- 
paration. Every  department  of  instruction  and  study  is  well  represented,  either  by 
specimens,  apparatus  or  photographs.  Highly  commendatory  notices  of  the  exhibits 
have  appeared  in  the  press  correspondence. 


The  Farm  and  Grounds. 

Every  year  with  the  growth  of  the  trees  and  evergreens  our  grounds  become  increas- 
ingly  beautiful.  The  walks  and  drives  are  extensively  availed  of  by  the  public,  and  the 
electric  street  cars  coming  up  in  the  very  near  neighborhood  of  the  buildings  afford  ready 
means  of  access  to  visitors.  If  we  do  not  always  present  so  neat  and  trim  an  appear- 
ance as  do  some  other  public  institutions,  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  have  no  help 
from  our  own  resident  pupil  population  in  this  direction.  All  labor  has  to  be  hired  and 
paid  for,  and  there  are  limits  to  the  expense  which  purely  ornamental  surroundings  can 
be  allowed  to  entail.  Still  even  in  the  less  smoothly-cut  sward  and  less  closely-pruned 
shrubs  is  a degree  of  natural  attractiveness,  which  it  is  hoped  some  are  found  to  appreciate. 
While  an  abundance  of  rain  early  in  the  season  favored  the  hay  crops  and  enriched  the 
foliage  of  the  trees,  the  long  protracted  and  unusually  severe  drouth  of  the  summer  has 
had  a very  injurious  effect  upon  other  farm  produce.  A plague  of  grasshoppers  added  to 
the  mischief,  myriads  of  these  pests  lying  in  wait  apparently  ready  to  attack  and  devour 
every  green  blade  as  soon  as  it  presented  itself  above  the  ground.  The  youm-  celery 
plants  were  utterly  destroyed  by  the  “ hoppers,”  and  they  have  effectually  resisted  three  or 
four  successive  efforts  to  raise  a crop  of  turnips.  Nor  are  these  by  any  means  their  only 
ravages.  The  rain  came  in  time  to  save  the  later  varieties  of  potatoes  from  the  drouth 
and  we  shall  have  a large  crop  of  this  essential  product. 


Improvements,  Etc. 

The  importance  of  affording  additional  accommodation  by  an  east  wi,„.  extension  is 

w„,, b, . i .. 
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wing  is  already  at  this  early  period  of  the  session  insufficient,  and,  besides  possible  new 
applicants,  we  have  three  or  four  old  pupils  still  expected,  it  is  evident  that,  on  this 
ground  alone,  a need  for  more  space  exists.  But  that,  as  I have  shown  before,  is  but  one, 
of  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  proposed  improvement. 

I have  also  on  former  occasions,  drawn  attention  to  the  advisability  of  erecting  a 
roomy  barn.  This  would  be  an  economical  step  as  well  as  a great  convenience. 

The  fence  dividing  the  southern  portion  of  our  grounds  from  adjacent  properties  has 
long  been  in  a decayed  condition  and  a wide  gap  was  created  by  a storm  during  the 
summer.  I am  inclined  to  recommend  the  substitution  of  a locust  hedge  now 
being  very  extensively  used  in  this  neighborhood  and  elsewhere.  It  would  be  more 
ornamental  and  durable,  and  cost  less  than  the  replacement  of  the  picket  fence. 

The  re-flooring  of  the  class-rooms  and  dormitories  with  hard  lumber  has  proceeded 
during  the  vacation.  It  will  he  worth  while  to  make  a pretty  liberal  appropriation  in 
order  to  carry  this  as  nearly  as  possible  to  completion. 

The  gradual  re-fitting  of  the  class-rooms  with  new  desks  has  taken  place  concurrently 
with  the  re-flooring.  Only  one  room  now  remains  in  its  original  condition  of  dinginess. 

The  substitution  of  solid  and  handsome  bedsteads  manufactured  at  the  Central 
Prison  workshops  for  the  old  and  unsubstantial  ones  previously  in  use  has  also  gone  for- 
ward. I propose  now  to  ask  for  the  means  to  supply  all  required  to  uiake  the  change  in 
the  boys’  wing  complete 

With  the  wires  of  our  electric  power  company  in  close  contiguity,  the  time  seems  to 
have  come  for  the  purchase  of  an  electric  motor  in  place  of  employing  male  pupils  in  the 
not  very  improving  work  of  blowing  the  pipe  organ.  Many  objections  to  this  practice 
have  always  been  present  to  my  mind,  and  it  was  only  adopted  from  necessity.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  the  use  of  the  motor  can  be  secured  at  a less  cost  per  session 
than  that  now  incurred. 


The  Governor  General  of  Canada — Hon.  J.  M.  Gibson. 

We  were  favored  during  the  late  session  with  a visit  from  His  Excellency  Lord 
Stanley  of  Preston,  now  Earl  of  Derby,  and  then  Governor-General  of  Canada.  Although 
the  time  was  limited  our  arrangements  permitted  of  a very  fair  exhibition  of  the  methods 
pursued  in  the  instruction  of  the  blind  and  the  work  accomplished.  It  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  this  session  we  may  have  the  honor  of  receiving  the  present  distinguished 
occupants  of  Rideau  Hall,  and  that  a promised  recognition  from  His  Honor  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Ontario  will  also  be  enjoyed  in  the  rear  future. 

A visit,  in  which  you  accompanied  him,  of  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Gibson,  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Provincial  Institutions,  was  another  pleasant  episode  of  the  past  session. 
The  careful  and  critical  examination  of  our  method  and  general  arrangements  by  the 
head  of  the  departments  cannot  fail  to  be  of  advantage  when  matters  affecting  the 
Institution  come  to  be  considered  at  the  Council  Board. 

Acknowledgments. 

At  the  close  of  another  official  year  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  relations  of  the 

clergy  are  as  ever  especially  mentionable  in  this  regard. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  DYMOND, 

Principal. 
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EXAMINERS’  REPORT. 


To  Dr.  T.  F.  Chamberlain, 

Inspector  etc. 

Sir, — We  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  of 
the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  literary  classes  in  the  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind  at  Brantford. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Principal  the  examination  was  held  on  the  5th,  6th  and 
7th  days  of  June.  The  weather  was  fine  and  the  extensive  grounds  about  the  Institution 
presented  a very  attractive  appearance,  the  flowers  being  out  and  the  trees,  of  which 
there  are  many  varieties,  in  full  foliage.  The  walks  and  all  the  approaches  seemed  to  be 
in  the  best  of  order.  The  park  of  about  20  acres  is  rapidly  improving,  the  avenues  of 
trees  looking  tolerably  vigorous  and  healthy.  This  is  situated  at  the  rear  and  will  be  ere 
long  a public  boon  should  it  be  thrown  open  to  the  citizens.  The  cleanliness  and  ventila- 
tion of  the  class-rooms  and  corridors  of  the  main  building  itself  were  all  that  could  be 
desired.  The  new  Gymnasium,  a detached  building,  and  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
desirable  of  the  recent  improvements  here,  is  admirably  ventilated  and  equipped.  There 
are  dumb-bells,  swings,  parallel  bars,  horizontal  bars,  vertical  and  horizontal  ladders, 
chest-expanding  apparatus,  flying  rings,  etc.  The  pupils  seem  happy  and  contented  and 
the  order  throughout  is  excellent.  The  interest  manifested  in  the  work  has  not  abated, 
but  has,  if  possible,  increased.  The  classes  of  the  several  teachers  are  grouped  as 
heretofore  : 


(1)  Mr.  Widens’  Classes. 


(a)  Arithmetic.  — Class  B.  19  pupils.  Limits  : compound  rules  and  fractions  and 
easy  problems  in  percentage.  Did  very  good  work  in  fractions  and  practical  problems 
and  percentage.  One  reached  the  maximum,  and  all  but  one  fifty  per  cent  or  over. 

(b)  Reading. — Class  A.  15  pupils  with  four  attached.  Reading  (point  print) 
Whittier’s  “ Snow  Bound,”  very  fair.  Some  read  with  good  expression  and  emphasis. 

(c)  Grammar. — Class  B.  The  class  was  examined  in  parsing  and  analysis,  construe 
tion  chiefly,  with  some  questions  to  elicit  their  knowledge  of  the  definitions  o grammar. 
The  answering  showed  a fair  knowledge  of  the  subjects  enumerated,  and  on  the  part  of 
most,  the  ability  to  practically  apply  the  rules  of  grammar.  The  language  used  by  the 
members  of  the  class  is  remarkably  correct,  which  is  perhaps  the  best  evidence  of  the 
character  of  the  teaching. 


(d)  Geography.  — Class  A.  This  was,  perhaps,  as  satisfactory  an  examination  in 
geography  as  has  been  afforded  by  any  class  of  any  previous  year.  Europe  has  been 
most  thoroughly  mastered  in  all  its  details.  The  scholars  we^e  found  thoroughly  con- 
versant  with  the  physical,  political  and  commercial  geography  of  the  continent,  and  their 
ability  to  locate  on  the  raised  map  any  place  mentioned  by  the  examiner  is  very  great, 
lhe  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  pupils  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  differ- 
ent countries  in  every  possible  aspect.  The  pronunciation  of  geographical  terms  and 
proper  names  is  very  correct. 

(e)  Writing.— Class  A.  This  class  was  requested  to  write,  as  specimens  of  their  pen- 
msnsh.p  and  knowledge  of  composition,  a telegram,  a bill  of  goods,  a promissory  note,  an 
application  for  a situation,  and  a short  familiar  letter.  The  form  of  the  most  was  «ood 

eauhmed'for  eXC<'.llent'  .I,t  afloi'<Is,  tha  examiners  pleasure  to  find  the  pupils  so°weli 
equipped  for  carrying  on  the  everyday  business  of  life  as  is  shown  by  their  ability  to 
write  neatly  and  legibly  such  documents  as  those  mentioned  7 7 
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(3)  Miss  Gillen’s  Classes. 

T . Grammar  and  Philology.— Text  books  : Mason’s  Grammar  ; Earle’s  Philology. 
Limits,  in  the  latter  to  chapter  7 ; in  the  former,  analysis,  parsing,  etc.  Glass  A,  con- 
sisting of  nine  members,  among  the  best  and  brightest  pupils  in  the  Institution.  They 
evinced  a very  respectable  acquaintance  with  the  history  and  structure  of  the  English 
tongue,  with  the  changes  that  from  time  to  time  have  taken  place  therein  and  with  the 
foreign  elements  by  which  it  has  been  modified.  They  were  able  to  analyze  and  parse, 
with  much  correctness,  rather  difficult  complex  sentences. 

_ (^)  Geography.  Limits  : United  States  and  South  America  in  detail,  the  West 
Indies  in  outline.  Class  B.  14  members.  The  answering  of  this  class  was  very  good — ■ 
their  knowledge  of  the  physical  features  of  both  North  and  South  America  generally 
accurate,  and  their  minute  acquaintance  with  the  boundaries  and  relations  of  the  several 
States,  the  location  of  their  capitals  and  chief  cities,  the  matters  of  climates  and  produc- 
tions, etc,  indicated  careful  teaching. 

(c)  Writing. — Class  D.  17  members.  The  penmanship  of  this  class  is  generally, 
good,  both  as  to  form  and  legibility. 

(d)  English  History. — Limit  : From  B.O.  5o  to  end  of  reign  of  Edward  If.  Spe- 
cial class.  1(1  members.  These  were  examined  somewhat  closely  and  searehingly  on  the 
manners,  customs,  state  of  civilization,  and  the  principal  events  that  occurred  in  the 
history  of  Celtic,  Roman,  Anglo-Saxon  and  Anglo-Norman  Britain.  The  answering  was 
generally  accurate  and  intelligent  and  afforded  evidence  of  careful  teaching. 

(e)  English  Literature. — A special  class  in  this,  in  number  21.  The  limits  of  work  : 
The  history  of  English  Literature  from  Beda  670,  A.D.,  to  date,  an  acquaintance  with 
the  play  of  Julius  Ciesar,  the  speeches  of  Brutus  and  Mark  Antony  and  other  noted  pas- 
sages to  be  memorized,  some  account  of  the  Roman  literature  and  writers.  Tennyson 
and  selections  from  various  authors.  Something  like  three  hours  were  spent  in  the 
examination.  Of  the  history  of  the  subjects  they  showed  a very  satisfactory  knowledge, 
and  a pretty  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  the  great  epochs  marked  by 
the  14th,  16th,  early  part  of  the  19th  centuries,  and  the  age  of  Queen  Ann.  Not  many 
High  School  classes  could  have  acquitted  themselves  so  well  and  so  intelligently. 

(/)  Arithmetic. — Class  C.  This  class  was  examined  in  tables  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures and  problems  involving  their  use.  Thirteen  questions  were  given,  covering  pretty 
fully  the  whole  work  they  are  expected  to  do.  The  result  may  be  summarized  as  follows  : 
Over  half  the  pupils  got  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  problems  correct,  and  all  the  prob- 
lems were  done  by  some  of  the  class.  The  attainments  of  this  class  are  more  uniform 
than  those  of  the  class  of  last  year  and  their  enthusiasm  greater. 

(n)  Canadian  History.— The  class  had  been  over  the  whole  o Canadian  History— 
from  1492  to  the  present.  They  were  examined  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  chief 
tonics  and  as  a whole,  answered  very  well.  Two  clever  boys  did  exceedingly  w . 
WLh  the  amount  of  work  done  and  to  go  over  many  details  had  to  be  omitted  but  their 
ceneral  knowledge  showed  that  much  and  thorough  work  had  been  done  by  the  teacher. 
It  would  perhaps  be  better  if  the  subject  were  spread  over  two  years. 

( $ ) Miss  Walsh’s  Classes. 

* . , . n]  a rn[  - consists  of  a senior  and  junior  division,  each 

(a)  Arithmetu.- Class  A.  Thi ^jXTbegt  to  have  but  one  'Lamination  for  both 
composed  of  seven  pupils.  It  wa.  . l nf  examples  so  that  the  work  of 

classes,  care  being  taken  to  give  qm  e a siaiilar  .o  thoge  given  in  the  Leaving 

both  classes  would  be  included.  T 9 C0niprj3ing  commission,  insurance,  partner- 

wau  a/a  ^ 

large^'four'of'the'senlor  cla^TrecXing  o'ver  90  per  cent.  The  junior  class,  considering 
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the  time  they  have  been  receiving  instruction  in  this  subject,  did  remarkably  good  work, 
and  many  of  them  give  promise  of  great  ability  in  arithmetic.  Espmt  de  corps  of  the 
class  is  fully  up  to  its  former  standard. 

lb)  Reading.— Class  U.  There  are  fifteen  pupils  in  this  class,  which  is  divided  into 
senior  and  junior.  The  pupils  were  tested  as  to  their  ability  to  recognize  quickly  isolated 
words  and  succeeded  admirably.  The  readers  used  are  the  Fifth  and  1*  ourth.  Each  pupil 
read  an  extract  selected  from  any  part  of  the  books  and  read  with  a distinctness  and 
beauty  of  expression  that  one  does  not  very  often  hear.  They  have  been  so  trained  that 
it  is  an  evident  pleasure  to  them  to  read  and  a great  delight  to  those  who  listen  to  them. 
The  improvement  in  some  particular  pupils  is  remarkable. 

(c)  Writing — Class  C.  To  test  their  penmanship,  this  class  was  required  to  com- 
pose a short  letter  and  to  write  a number  of  words  containing  comparatively  difficult 
combinations  of  letters.  It  is  not  a very  easy  matter  for  one  accustomed  to  the  writing 
of  seeing  persons  to  judge  this  subject.  The  best  test  seems  to  be  legibility.  Judged  by 
this  standard  the  writing  of  this  class  is  good.  It  is  not  only  legible  but  quite  neat,  and 
comparing  it  with  some  samples  of  last  year,  there  is  an  evident  improvement. 


(d)  Physiology.— 12  young  ladies  in  this  class.  Walker’s,  an  English  school  book,  is 
the  text-book.  First  eight  chapters  done  which  the  teacher  had  used  mainly  as  a guide. 
Pupils  well  grounded  on  what  they  had  been  taught  and  answered  very  readily  and  cor- 
rectly the  questions  given  them.  One  or  two  seemed  to  set  too  high  a value  on  mere 
definitions,  but  otherwise  the  answers  were  very  intelligent  This  is  a very  useful  as 
well  as  interesting  subject,  the  intention  being  to  discuss  the  laws  of  health  in  connection 
with  physiology. 

(k)  English  Grammar. — Class  C.  Limits  : Definitions,  parts  of  speech  in  detail, 
indicative  mood,  the  tenses.  The  pupils  in  this  class  did  remarkably  well,  as  the  marks 
Bhow.  They  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  inflections,  which  had  been  accurately 
taught  them,  could  analyze  simple  sentences  and  parse  well,  giving  reasons  in  every  case. 


(/)  Geography. — Class  D.  Counties,  county  towns,  canals,  rivers,  lakes,  railways  of 
Ontario.  Use  dissected  map.  Children  know  the  counties  very  accurately,  can  point  out 
all  important  places,  islands,  lakes,  rivers,  etc.  Can  trace  all  the  important  railways  and 
name  the  cities  or  towns  through  which  or  near  which  they  pass. 


(J)  Mr.  McIntosh's  Classes. 


(«)  Grammar. — Class  D.  This  is  the  primary  class  in  this  subject.  Most  of  the 
pupils  are  quite  young  and  have,  consequently,  not  been,  long  in  grammar.  They  are 
well  grounded  in  the  fundamentals  of  the  subject  and  do  credit  to  themselves  and  their 
capable  teacher.  There  is  a very  noticeable  spirit  of  honest  rivalry  among  them  and  a 
class  spit  it  that  is  very  commendable. 

(b)  Geography.  Class  C.  The  work  assigned  this  class  is  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
The  class  was  given  a long  and  very  thorough  examination  on  the  provinces,  principal 
cities,  exports,  imports,  modes  of  transportation,  physical  characteristics  and  manufac- 
tures, with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  class,  as  a whole,  are  quite  familiar  with  the 
raised  map  of  the  Dominion  and  locate  with  readiness  almost  any  place  the  exam- 
iner may  mention. 


(c)  Arithmetic.  Class  D.  This  class  is  in  two  sections,  both  doing  primarv  work 
They  can  do  pretty  readily  easy  problems  in  the  first  three  elementary  rules. 

(</)  Reading.— Class  C.  Seventeen  pupils  in  this  class.  The  reading  was  generally 
well  done,  fen  read  with  very  considerable  taste,  good  expression  and  correct  emphasis, 
they  showed  evidences  of  careful  instruction. 

I')  Writing.  ( lass  B Work  very  well  done  here.  The  pupils  form  their  letters 
well  and  write  pretty  rapidly  and  legibly  and  have  made  noteworthy  progress. 
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U)  Object  Class. — Young  pupils  here.  Objects  used:  Cube,  book,  coal,  salt,  grain 
ot  diderent  kinds.  The  children,  all  young,  were  much  interested  in  the  examination. 
They  nearly  all  identified  the  objects  presented  with  readiness,  and  described  them  with 
much  fulness  and  accuracy. 

( g ) Bible  Geography. — A raised  map  of  Palestine  was  used.  The  pupils  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  physical  features  of  the  Holy  Land,  could  point  out  the  mountains 
mentioned  in  Holy  Writ,  trace  the  Jordan  with  its  lake  expansions,  and  locate  the  noted 
cities,  both  inland  and  on  the  coast.  They  know  a good  deal  about  the  country’s  climate 
and  productions,  about  its  people,  and  something  of  its  interesting  history.  The  exam- 
ination was  very  generally  satisfactory. 

(5)  Kindergarten — Mrs  Murray , Directress. 

Mrs.  Murray’s  class  in  reading  consists  of  pupils,  some  of  whom  are  just  learning 
to  recognize  single  letters,  some  who  are  able  to  read  small  words,  and  some  others  who 
are  commencing  the  Second  Book.  The  children  are  examined  in  spelling,  recognition  of 
single  words,  and  reading.  They  do  very  well  in  all  these.  The  class  was  further 
examined  in  sewing,  clay  moulding,  stick  work,  weaving  and  particularly  in  the  third 
Gift,  and  did  very  nicely.  Their  songs  and  finger  plays  were  very  well  done. 

Gymnastics — Mr.  Padden,  Instructor. 

Mr.  Padden  gave  us  an  exhibition  of  calisthenics  and  gymnastics,  which  was  very 
creditable  to  himself  and  his  pupils.  The  marching  and  club  swinging  of  the  girls,  and 
the  dumb-bell  exercises,  swinging,  vaulting,  etc.,  of  the  boys  were  exceedingly  well  done. 

We  had  every  attention  needful  during  the  examination  and  have  to  thank  the 
Principal  and  his  staff  and  Miss  Dunn,  the  matron,  for  courtesies  extended  us. 

Respectfully  submitted.  M j KELLY. 

WILLIAM  WILKINSON. 

Brantford,  11th  June,  1893. 


MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

. F.  Chamberlain,  Esq,  M.D., 

Inspector  of  Public  Charities , etc. 

sporting  a generally  healthy  and  sat‘sfac\0r^°nd^70pp0^rity'  for  practice,  and  the 
The  difficulty  of  obtaining  sufficient  all  other  educational 

a..  . ,«*.  — * 

nreasonable  to  expect  special  results.  . , ^ figures,  according  to  the  result 

hat  in  organ  playing  the  depn  g d t]ie  passages  being  more  closely  con- 

:t  makes  smaller  demand  for  in  their  execution.  The  h.gh  average 

lected,  there  is  less  nes'tation  * ^een  v satisfactory  in  its  progress,  and  its  teacher 

^rbe^tSatea  I » < which  * *>  “ 
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Three  of  the  most  advanced  pupils  are  this  year  leaving  the  Institution  to  seek  their 
fortune  in  the  wide  world,  and  their  progress  will  be  watched  with  interest  by  all  who 
have  known  them  as  pupils,  as  the  value  of  the  outfit  they  have  received  wall  then  be 

attained  ...  *»  » being  «,  « » «*■» 

remembered  that  this  class  necessarily  contains  many  of  small  musical  ability,  and  that 
any  deficiency  of  physique  is  here  more  directly  felt,  facts  which  compel  a lower  average. 

The  ensemble  singing,  whether  in  the  beautiful  hymn  service  m the  chapel  or  in  the 
secular  part  music,  is  another  class  in  which  the  absence  of  sight  seems  but  small  detri- 
ment, the  performance  of  both  being  fully  equal  to  that  of  any  seeing  class  Some  part 
songs  (unaccompanied)  were  very  effectively  and  delicately,  sung,  and  some  choruses  (with 
full  instrumental  accompaniment),  were  marked  by  great  volume  of  tone  and  precision  ot 

execution.  , . , 

The  harmony  classes  are  constantly  growing  in  numbers,  and  the  papers  submitted 
were  generally  creditable,  but  in  a study  of  that  nature  inevitably  unequal. 

The  violin  class  is  of  slow  growth  and  still  labors  under  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
such  practice  as  the  study  of  the  instrumett  imperatively  demands,  but  Mr  Baker,  its 
teacher,  seems  to  have  lost  neither  his  hope  nor  his  energy. 

The  little  ones  in  the  kindergarten  still  continue  their  pleasant  and  profitable  music, 
and  there  can  exist  no  doubt  of  the  ultimate  value  of  the  training  there  received. 

As  always,  I have  to  thank  the  Principal  and  all  with  whom  I came  in  contact  for 
their  kindly  courtesy,  and  to  note  their  evident  desire  for  any  hint  or  suggestion  which 
might  assist  them  in  the  work  wherein  they  are  engaged. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

By  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  AMBROSE. 


REPORT  OF  PHYSICIAN. 

T.  F.  Chamberlain,  Esq  , M.D., 

Inspector  of  Public  Institutions. 

Sir, — In  my  report  of  last  year  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Brantford,  I 
mentioned  that  four  of  the  pupils  were  sick  with  scarlet  fever  about  the  end  of  September.  , 
The  disease  was  mild,  and  with  our  rigid  and  prompt  measures  of  isolation,  etc.,  only 
four  more  contracted  the  disease,  in  all  three  girls  and  five  boys.  All  recovered  without 
complications. 

A cold  contracted  by  one  of  the  male  pupils  terminated  in  pneumonia.  Owing  to 
his  delicate  constitution,  be  made  rather  a slow  but  satisfactory  recovery. 

An  unfortunate  accident  occurred  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January  at  a toboggan 
slide  erected  for  the  amusement  of  the  pupils,  which  resulted  in  the  fracture  of  both 
bones  in  the  right  fore-arm  of  one  of  the  male  teachers.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
fracture,  the  fore-arm  being  crushed  between  two  hard  substances,  the  result  from  treat- 
ment was  not  as  satisfactory  as  I would  have  wished. 

A mild  case  of  skin  erysipelas  developed  on  the  face  of  a male  pupil  towards  the 
latter  end  of  February,  from  which  he  soon  recovered. 

About  the  middle  of  March  the  head  engineer  suffered  from  a severe  attack  of 
sciatica,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  confine  him  to  bed  for  several  weeks  before 
recovery  took  place. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  an  official  visit  was  made  to  the  Institution  for  the 
Blind  by  Or.  Osborne,  of  Hamilton,  a specialist  on  diseases  of  the  eye.  A careful  exami- 
nation of  all  seeing  pupils  was  made  by  him  and  notes  taken  of  the  cause  of  blindness 
and  present  condition  of  each  case.  His  report,  I have  no  doubt,  will  be  of  great  value 
to  the  Government  in  furnishing  information  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  June,  during  the  evening  of  the  closing  concert,  given  by  the 
pupils  of  the  Institution,  a female  pupil  suffered  from  a severe  chill,  which  resulted  next 
day  m abdominal  pain  and  fever.  As  the  Institution  was  closing  for  summer  holidays,  it 


i. » ,.£  « Kir.ra;,0’""'  “d  *“ ■ — - 

any  sTncriTapMiinmPnttheTin9titU^n  “ whi°h  tllere  has  been  the  least  sickness  of 
strengthens  and  inv-  yorat  tl  °T  ™«agement  and  discipline  at  the  Institution 
^e  here  for  some  teZ  l nt  and  Slves  those  PuI)ils  who  have  been  in  attend- 

possibly  secure  at  the  ^ th°  P°We1'  °f  reslatinS  disease  that  they  could  not 

possioiy  secure  at  their  own  homes,  however  well  cared  for. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MARQUIS. 


SPECIAL  REPORT  OF  OCULIST  UPON  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  EYES 

OF  PUPILS. 

T.  F.  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Hear  .Sir, — In  accordance  with  instructions  from  you,  I made  an  examination  of 
the  eyes  of  the  pupils  in  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  March. 
One  of  the  principal  objects  of  this  examination  was  to  ascertain  the  proportion  of  cases 
rendered  blind  from  purulent  inflammation  of  the  eyes  in  infancy.  A special  report  of 
these  cases  has  already  been  forwarded  to  you. 

The  standard  of  blindness  necessary  for  admission  is  assumed  to  be  : “ Such  defective 
vision  as  renders  education  by  ordinary  means  impossible.”  But  no  record  is  kept  of  the 
amount  of  sight  possessed  by  each  pupil  upon  admission. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  there  were  135  pupils,  of  whom  I examined  132,  three 
being  unavoidably  absent. 

Inasmuch  as  most  of  the  pupils  are  of  such  an  age  as  admits  of  acquiring  an  educa- 
tion, there  is  an  almost  total  absence  o the  diseases  of  middle  and  later  life.  For  this 
reason  deductions  from  this  report  must  not  be  considered  as  applying  to  the  entire  blind 
of  the  Province. 


A classification  of  the  causes  of  blindness  is  as  follows  : 

Congenital  and  lamellar  cataracts 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Atrophy  of  optic  nerve 

Sympathetic  ophthalmia  

Injury 

Granular  ophthalmia 

Pigmentary  retinitis 

Attributed  to  scarlet  fever 

Microphthalmos 

Myopia  with  choroiditis 

Irido-choroiditis 

Perforating  corneal  ulcers 

Syphilis 

Uetachment  of  retina 

Xerosis • 

Intrauterine  keratitis 

Attributed  to  diphtheria 

« “ measles * 

..  “ small-pox 

Congenital  defects— coloboma 

1 Undetermined 


Males. 

15 

13 

11 

6 

8 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

i 

5 

77 


Females. 

14 

8 

4 

4 

T 

13 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

i 

1 

i 

3 

55 
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. | ii  n n«  fVip  most  freauent  cause  of  blindness  among  the 

Cataract-oongemtal  and  lamellar  ^ ar0  (Iue  to  this  defect,  almost 

eight  of  Which  the  disease  exists  in  more  than  one  member  In L^ehUdren  Offered  from 
narents  were  related  before  marriage,  and  m one  of  these  tive  children  sunerea  iro 
cataract  In  two  of  the  cases  one  of  the  parents  had  cataract— father  once  an^  ™° 
once.  Among  these  cases  are  17  which  have  been  operated  upon,  with  the  folio  mg 

result : 

Males. 

Vision  improved ® 

“ doubtful  if  improved d 

“ lost 1 


Females.  Total. 
6 11 

1 4 

1 2 


The  operations  were  mainly  discissions,  with  a few  iridectomies.  The  proportion  of 
cases  lost  through  operation  appears  large,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  t e very 
successful  cases  do  not  require  to  be  educated  at  the  Institution. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  caused  21  cases,  or  16.06  per  cent.  The  disparity  1‘et'^ee“ 
the  sexes  is  very  marked,  13  being  males  to  8 females.  Of  these  cases  6 were  the  farst 
born,  2 the  second,  4 the  third,  4 the  fourth,  1 the  sixth,  1 the  eighth,  1 the  tenth  and  ^ 
unknown.  This  agrees  with  the  results  obtained  in  other  countries,  where  it  has  been 
shown  that  male  children  are  more  liable  than  females,  and  the  first  born  is  the  most 
frequently  affected. 

Of  the  42  eyes  affected  by  this  disease,  we  find  : 

Phthisis  bulbi  in 

Anterior  staphyloma  in 

Opaque  cornea,  with  anterior  synechiie,  in 7 

Opaque  cornea  in 6 

Anterior  polar  cataract  in 

Removed 1 


Total 42 

Atrophy  of  the  optic  nerve  is  third  on  the  list,  with  15  cases,  or  11.36  per  cent. 
Seven  of  these  are  reported  as  being  born  blind,  one  went  blind  during  the  first  year, 
three  when  five  years  old,  and  one  at  eight  years  ; the  remaining  three  occurred  after  the 
age  of  puberty,  one  being  attributed  to  contracted  syphilis,  one  to  brain  tumor  and  one 
to  brain  fever.  Exclusive  of  the  last  three,  which  are  secondary  to  diseases  of  adult  life, 
there  are  12  cases  all  blind  in  the  first  eight  years  of  life.  These  12  cases  represent  10 
families  ; of  these  ten  families  two  have  a history  of  consanguinity  in  the  parents  and  one 
of  syphilis-paternal.  In  two  families  more  than  one  child  is  affected.  One  of  these  cases 
is  reported  mentally  defective. 

Sympathetic  ophthalmia  caused  10  cases,  or  7.57  per  cent.  These  cases  are  especially 
pitiful  inasmuch  as  they  each  had  one  good  eye  after  the  accident  to  the  other  and  had 
learned  the  value  of  sight  before  being  deprived  of  it.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that 
the  laity  cannot  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  many  cases  of  penetrating  wound  of  one 
eye  involves  the  well-being  of  the  other  and  that  early  removal  of  the  injured  member  is 
the  only  safeguard. 

Direct  injury  caused  9 cases — 6.82  per  cent.  Gunpowder  caused  three  of  these,  in 
one  of  which  the  lids  had  become  completely  adherent  to  the  ball,  which  still  retained 
good  perception  of  light,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  separate  them. 

Granular  ophthalmia  caused  9 cases ; one  had  one  eye  removed  and  in  two  others 
one  ball  was  shrunken.  Each  of  the  remaining  cases  had  opacity  of  the  cornea  and  four 
are  noted  as  having  Entropion. 
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familSsW8belo^in!T  the  ,Cause  of  7 oaspa-  T1*«»  seven  eases  represent  three 
families,  four  belonging  to  one  and  two  to  another.  In  two  of  these  families  the  parents 
were  cousins  , in  the  other  they  were  half  cousins.  ^ 

1 o feVT’  'n?sl“S,  Td  diPhtheria  are  credited  with  a total  of  6 cases.  Of  these 

1 J y®  ’ 10  .Kruiaken,  1 has  anterior  staphyloma  and  one  has  old  irido  choroiditis. 

Congenital  defects— microphtlialmoS  and  coloboma  caused  5 cases.  Each  of  these 
represents  a separate  family,  and  in  only  one  is  more  than  one  member  affected.  In  that 
one  three  brothers  were  born  blind.  None  of  these  cases  show  a history  of  parental 
syphilis  or  consanguinity. 

Two  cases  are  caused  by  hereditary  syphilis.  In  one  there  are  posterior  synechias, 
with  opaque  cornea?  ; in  the  other  there  is  opacity  of  the  cornea,  due  to  interstitial 
keratitis. 


Among  the  8 cases  classed  as  ‘ ‘ Undetermined  ” are  two  in  which  the  blindness  came 
on  during  the  first  six  weeks  ot  life,  and  the  balls  became  shrunken.  These  are  probably 
due  to  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

Inasmuch  as  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  classify  the  causes  of  blindness  among  the 
pupils  of  the  Institution,  it  is  possible  that  certain  errors  may  have  crept  iu.  With  this 
report  as  a basis,  a more  complete  return  might  be  issued  each  year,  and  such  as  would 
compare  favorably  with  reports  of  similar  institutions  in  other  countries.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  publication  of  such  statistics  as  these  are  are  of  inestimable  value  to  medical 
men,  I would  strongly  urge  that  a regular  annual  report  be  issued. 

My  cordial  thanks  are  due  to  Principal  Dymond  and  Ur.  Marquis  for  their  courteous 
assistance  in  making  the  examination. 


i have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  OSBORNE,  M.D. 


Hamilton,  24th  April,  1893. 


31 


ONTARIO  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Statistics  for  Year  ending  30th  September,  1893. 
I. — Attendance. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Attendance  for  portion  of  year  ending  September  30,  1872 

20 

14 

34 

“ for  year  ending  30th  September,  1873  

44 

24 

68 

“ “ “ 1874 

66 

46 

112 

“ “ “ 1875 

89 

50 

139 

“ “ “ 1876 

84 

64 

148 

“ “ “ 1877 

76 

72 

148 

“ “ “ 1878 

91 

84 

175 

“ “ “ 1879 

100 

100 

200 

“ “ “ 1880 

105 

93 

203 

“ “ “ 1881 

103 

98 

201 

“ “ “ 1882 

94 

73 

167 

“ “ “ 1883 

88 

72 

160 

“ “ 1884  

71 

69 

140 

“ “ “ 1885 

86 

74 

160 

“ “ “ 1886 

93 

71 

164 

«<  “ “ 1887 

93 

62 

155 

“ “ 1888 

94 

62 

156 

<.  “ “ 1889 

99 

68 

167 

*.  “ “ 1890 

95 

69 

164 

05 

X 

91 

67 

158 

« ««  “ 1892 

85 

70 

155 

<■  “ 1893 

90 

64 

154 

II. — Age  of  Pupils. 


— 

No. 

No. 

1 

8 

3 

6 

12 

7 

5 

G 

r> 

9 

4 

10 

5 

5 

4 

11 

17 

7 

12 

Total  

154 

Seventeen  years 

1 11 

III. — Nationality  of  Parents. 


American 
Oanadian 
English  . 

Irish  

French  . . 
German  . . 


No. 


60 

36 

15 

9 

4 


Norwegian 

Scotch 


No. 


22 


Wcndish 


1 


Total 


154 
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IV. — Denomination  of  Parents. 


Baptist  

Congregational 
Children  of  Peace 

Disciples  

Episcopalian 

Friends 

Lutheran 


No. 

— 

No. 

10 

Methodist  

46 

1 

Presbyterian  

30 

1 1 

20 

1 

40 

1 

1 

1 

154 

-Occupation  of  Parents. 


Agents  

Banker 

Book  keepers  

Blacksmiths 

Bricklayer 

Butcher  

Carpenters 

Carriage- builder 

Clerks  

Conductor 

Cabinet-makers  

Drover  

Engineers 

Farmers 

Furrier 

Gardeners 

Hotel-keepers 

Inland  Revenue  Officer. 
Laborers  


No. 


48 

1 

4 

3 

3 

34 


Mechanic 

Marble-worker  . 

Merchants  

Notary  Public  . 

Painters 

Printers  

Stonemason  . . . 
Shoemakers  . . 

Surveyors 

Tailors 

Tanner 

Teacher  


i Teamster. 


Tinsmith  

Tradesman 

Veterinary  surgeon. 
Unknown  


Total  . 


No. 


3 (B.) 


34 


VX. City  and  Counties  from  which  pupils  were  received  during  the  official  year 

ending  30th  September,  1893. 


County  or  City. 

oJ 

3 

aS 

13 

a 

Total. 

County  or  City. 

■®I«W 

1 

Female. 

Total. 

District  of  Algoma 

l 

1 

County  of  Middlesex  

1 

2 

3 

i 

1 

County  of  Brant  

2 

2 

4 

“ Nipissing  . 

3 

3 

1 

1 

9 

County  of  Bruce 

2 

3 

5 

“ Northumberland  . . 

1 

1 

3 

3 

“ Dufferin  

1 

1 

City  of  Ottawa 

6 

6 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

“ Peel 

1 

“ Elgin  

2 

3 

5 

“ Perth  

“ Essex 

4 

8 

12 

“ Peterborough  

i 

“ Frontenac 

“ Prince  Edward 

2 

2 

2 

2 

“ Grenville 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Grey 

2 

2 

4 

“ Russell 

City  of  Guelph 

1 

1 

City  of  St.  Catharines  .... 

County  of  Haldimand 

1 

2 

3 

“ St.  Thomas 

1 

2 

3 

“ Haliburton  

1 

1 

“ Halton 

1 

1 

County  of  Simcoe 

3 

3 

6 

City  of  Hamilton  

2 

4 

6 

“ Stormont 

1 

1 

County  of  Hastings  

2 

9 

“ Huron  

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

City  of  Kingston 

2 

2 

“ Waterloo 

County  of  Kent 

1 

1 

“ Welland 

“ Lambton  , . 

6 

2 

8 

“ Wellington 

2 

1 

3 

“ Leeds 

3 

3 

“ Wentworth 

1 

1 

9 

“ Lanark 

2 

9 

“ Vork 

3 

“ Lennox  

Northwest  Territory  

Lincoln  

United  States 

i 

1 

City  of  London  

Total  

90 

04 

154 
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VII— Cities  and  Counties  from  which  pupils  were  received  from  the  opening  of  the 
Institute  till  30th  September,  1893. 


County  or  City. 

Male. 

0) 

"3 

a 

® 

J Total. 

I 

County  or  City. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

District  of  Algoma . . . 

1 

1 

District  of  Muskoka  ..... 

3 

3 

City  of  Belleville 

3 

1 

County  of  Norfolk 

14 

7 

7 

Y 

12 

XT  . 1 

10 

8 

City  of  Brantford  

11 

7 

IS 

6 

13 

14 

7 

County  of  Bruce 

6 

11 

17 

City  of  Ottawa 

13 

1 

“ Car  It- ton  

2 

1 

3 

“ Dufferin 

1 

1 

2 

“ Peel 

“ Dundas  

3 

2 

5 

2 

8 

10 

13 

“ Durham 

2 

3 

5 

“ Peterborough  . . . 

10 

3 

“ Elgin 

4 

4 

8 

“ Prince  Edward 

5 

2 

7 

7 

16 

23 

5 

2 

7 

12 

2 

“ Glengarry  

7 

7 

“ Russell  - 

1 

1 

“ Grenville 

2 

2 

4 

City  of  St.  Catharines  

2 

2 

“ Grey  

7 

10 

17 

“ St.  Thomas  

3 

2 

5 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 

5 

9 

7 

4 

10 

17 

4 

“ Halton 

6 

1 

7 

“ Stormont 

10 

5 

10 

20 

38 

20 

58 

County  of  Hastings  

4 

9 

County  of  Victoria  

5 

2 

7 

“ Huron  

9 

16 

3 

* 

5 

4 

9 

“ Welland 

4 

2 

6 

County  of  Kent 

7 

4 

11 

“ Wellington 

10 

7 

17 

“ Lambton  * 

12 

15 

15 

1 

“ York 

15 

13 

“ Leeds 

11 

28 

“ Lanark 

2 

2 

4 

Province  of  Quebec  

2 

2 

“ Lennox  

3 

1 

4 

Northwest  Territory  . . 

1 

1 

3 

6 

16 

1 

1* 

S 

8 

District  of  Nipissing 

1 

1 

328 

245 

573 

County  of  Middlesex 

8 

8 

16 



On  payment. 


VIII. — Cities  and  Counties  from  which  pupils  were  received  who  were  in  residence  on 

30th  September,  1893. 


County  or  City. 

0; 

rt 

Female. 

Total. 

County  or  City. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

County  of  Brant 

2 

2 

4 

“ Nipissing  

• 

2 

1 

1 

County  of  Bruce 

2 

3 

5 

“ Northumberland  . 

1 

“ Dufferin .... 

1 

1 

City  of  Ottawa 

6 

6 

“ Dundas  

1 

1 

2 

County  of  Oxford  

1 

1 

“ Durham 

1 

1 

“ Elgin 

2 

2 

“ Essex 

2 

7 

9 

“ Peterborough 

1 

1 

“ Frontenac 

“ Prince  Edward 

2 

2 

“ Glengarry 

1 

1 

“ Prescott 

“ Grenville 

1 

1 

“ Renfrew 

1 

3 

4 

“ Grey 

2 

2 

4 

City  of  Guelph  

1 

1 

City  of  St.  Catharines  

County  of  Haldimand 

1 

2 

3 

“ St.  Thomas 

1 

2 

3 

“ Haliburton 

1 

1 

“ Stratford 

“ Halton 

County  of  Simcoe 

3 

2 

5 

City  of  Hamilton 

2 

4 

6 

Stormont 

1 

County  of  Hastings  

2 

2 

City  of  Toronto . . . 

17 

5 

.2 

“ Huron  

1 

1 

County  of  Victoria  . . 

City  of  Kingston 

2 

2 

Waterloo  . . . 

County  of  Kent 

1 

1 

2 

“ Welland 

“ Lambton  

6 

2 I 

8 

Wellington 

1 

1 

2 

' ‘ Leeds 

2 

2 

“ Wentworth 

1 

1 

2 

“ Lanark  ....  . . 

2 

2 

“ York  ... 

2 

4 

6 

“ Lennox  

Total  . . 

73 

57 

130 

City  of  London  . . 

'■ 
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Maintenance  Expenditure. 

For  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1893,  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 


Year  ending  30th  September, 
1892. 

Year  ending  30th  September, 
1893. 

Items. 

Service. 

Total  expen- 

diture, 1892. 

Weekly  cost 

per  pupil, 

1892. 

Yearly  cost 

per  pupil, 

1892. 

Total  expen- 

diture, 1893. 

Weekly  cost 

per  pupil, 

1893. 

Yearly  cost 

per  pupil, 

1893. 

$ c. 

§ c.  m. 

5 c. 

S c. 

$ c.  m. 

$ c. 

1 

Medicines  and  medical  comforts  . 

228  29 

3 2 

1 69 

236  21 

3 4 

1 76 

2 

Butchers’  meat,  fish  and  fowls . . . 

3224  29 

45  9 

23  88 

3032  20 

43  5 

22  63 

3 

Flour,  bread  and  biscuits 

951  96 

13  5 

7 05 

750  00 

10  7 

5 60 

4 

Butter  and  lard  

1101  30 

15  6 

8 15 

1144  27 

16  4 

8 54 

5 

Groceries  

1761  75 

25  1 

13  05 

1822  66 

26  5 

13  60 

6 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

373  94 

5 3 

2 75 

389  48 

5 6 

2 90 

7 

Bedding,  clothing  and  shoes 

855  46 

12  1 

6 33 

842  54 

12  0 

6 28 

8 

Fuel — coal  and  wood 

3115  60 

44  3 

23  07 

3385  15 

48  6 

26  26 

9 

Light— gas,  oil,  etc 

889  48 

12  6 

6 58 

844  61 

12  1 

6 30 

10 

Laundry,  soap  and  cleaning 

296  55 

4 2 

2 19 

279  85 

4 0 

2 08 

11 

Furniture  and  furnishings  . . . 

957  10 

13  6 

7 09 

327  44 

4 6 

2 39 

12 

Farm,  garden,  feed  and  fodder 

919  48 

13  0 

6 81 

841  55 

12  1 

6 28 

13 

Repairs  and  alterations 

899  09 

12  7 

6 66 

401  26 

6 7 

2 99 

14 

Printing,  postage,  stationery,  etc. 

589  69 

8 4 

4 36 

650  14 

9 3 

4 85 

15 

Books,  educational  apparatus  and 
appliances  

1156  82 

16  4 

8 56 

570  S3 

8 2 

4 26 

16 

Miscellaneous 

2096  65 

29  9 

15  53 

2045  64 

29  3 

15  27 

17 

17333  00 

2.46  5 

128  39 

17300  72 

249  4 

129  70 

Totals  

36750  45 

5.18  3 

272  22 

34954  55 

5.01  6 

260  85 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  1892,  135.  Average  number  of  pupils  in  1893,  134. 
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